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HOW#11:  Moving from 

Evidence to Recom-

mendations Using the 

GRADE Approach 

Sat 14th 10.45–12.15pm Room 205                   

Oral Session 
Thurs 12th 8-9.30am Room 201 

Poster Session 
Thurs 12th 3.30-4.45pm Hall C 

Editor’s Forum: 

How can we help 

Authors, Reviewers 

and Publishers? 

Wed 11th 12–1.30pm Ballroom A 

The Evidence-Based Dentistry (EBD) Network is an active network of clinicians,  researchers, teachers and guideline develop-
ers with a shared interest in promoting the use of best evidence to inform clinical practice and teaching. 
We welcome members who are already actively involved in the promotion and practice of EBD, but are also keen to include 
those who would like to learn more about what it actually means and how it can improve oral health-related outcomes. 
The key aims of the EBD Network are to: 

• Provide a forum across all IADR Groups for the exchange of scientific information pertaining to all aspects of study with-
in the field of evidence-based dentistry. 

• Promote the advancement of research in evidence-based dentistry, for example in the fields of research methodology, 
translational research, systematic review methodology and implementation of research into clinical practice. This will 
aim to be relevant to, and integrate the research interests of, all IADR research groups. 

• Support the dissemination of EBD through teaching 

• Encourage and stimulate interdisciplinary communication and collaboration within the field of evidence-based dentistry. 
This will include networking opportunities at IADR meetings to meet one another and share ideas. 

• Assist IADR in developing its scientific program and fulfilling its mission. 
We hope to provide an open forum in which to explore the challenges involved in practicing and teaching EBD.  If you 
would like to know more about the Network, or have topic areas you would like to see discussed in future meetings/
workshops/symposia, please contact Nicola Innes at n.p.innes@dundee.ac.uk. 
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ANNOUNEMENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS to Prof Robert J. Weyant, DMD, DrPH of 

the University of  Pi�sburgh, Pi�sburgh in receiving the inaugural 

ADA/AADR EBD Faculty Award which acknowledges his significant 

contribu+ons to implement and advance evidence-based den+stry. 

The EBD Network is very proud of him and glad that this award has 

been introduced.  

 

 

Comet IV Meeting    Rome 2014  Meeting report by Falk Schwendicke 

From 19th-21st November, the 4th meeting of the COMET initiative was held in Rome, Italy. COMET (Core Outcome 
Measures in Effectiveness Trials) seeks to set the frame for the development of core outcome sets for effectiveness trials 
(www.comet-initiative.org). “COMET Initiative brings together people interested in the development and application of 
agreed standardized sets of outcomes, known as ‘core outcome sets’. 
The idea of defining a set of core outcome, i.e. a minimum that should be measured and reported in all clinical trials of a 
specific condition, is gaining interest in all fields of medicine, but has so far had only limited impact in dentistry (e.g. Smail-
Faugeron 2013 PLoS ONE 8(1). Such outcome sets are thought to:- 

1. improve the design and conduct of studies, as defined sets should  cover the most rele-

vant outcomes, with relevance meaning to have an impact on both objectively measures 
and subjectively on patients (or providers). Thus, by defining and subsequently using 
core outcome sets, the quality of clinical studies is hoped to improve, and so is their ap-
plicability and relevance.  

2. standardize reporting of clinical trials, which should improve their comparability and 

allow more effective research data synthesis.  
COMET emphasizes that core outcome sets are not restrictive, and researchers 
are  encouraged to further explore other outcomes as well. The meeting in Rome 
focused on the methods on how such sets are to be defined, and presented the 
progress so far by different groups at different stages of the process. 
Moreover, the two days were a forum for exchanging and information in this area, 
and dental researchers interested in trial outcomes should consider attending the 
next meeting in May in Calgary, Canada.  
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Newsle�er designed by Dr Nicola Innes & Georgia Yates, Dundee Dental School, University of Dundee 

It’s time to renew your membership for 2015. Remember that a new benefit 
for 2015 is that your renewal will include complimentary membership in one of 
the 30 IADR Scientific Groups and Networks. These are the backbone of IADR 
and give you the opportunity to engage with prominent researchers around 
the globe. Remember to renew your membership of the IADR Evidence Based 

Dentistry Network at Scientific Group or Network and if you are at IADR Bos-
ton, please join us at the Business Meeting & Lunch Thurs 13th March  12- 
1.30pm. We’d love to meet you and hear how you think we can make the net-
work better!   
       May CM Wong (E-BDN President)                                    

Membership 

Prof Robert J. Weyant 


